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An extraordinary Cafe in Surgery, communicated 
by Mr. Jofeph Atkinfon Senior, Surgeon. 

A Maiden, about 20 Years of Age, was brought to 
me about Chriflmas 1723 ; who had a Tumour 
on the infide of her right Thigh, extending from the 
Groin to the Knee, which was fo large, that 1 judg'd 
it contained at leaft the Quantity of a Gallon ; the 
Cutis was exceedingly diftended, but of the natural 
Colour, only, the capillary Veins appear'd varicous, 
and very numerous •, fhe had alfo a large Tumour on 
the Buttock of the fame Side, of the Bignefs of a 
Quartern Loaf 5, but when the Tumour on the Thigh 
was prefTed, the Tumour above very much encreas'd^ 
which fhew'd a Communication, and prov'd after- 
wards fo to be : She had alfo-another Tumour on her 
right Side, ftretching from the left Side of the Ver- 
tebra of the Back to the Hypochondrium, about the 
Bignefs of a Penny Loaf* her Body was very much 
emaciated, and fhe could hardly breathe, and the little 
Vi&uals me eat very difficultly paffed out of the Sto- 
mach. She had had the Menfes but twice or thrice, 
about 12 Months before the Beginning of thofe Tu- 
mours, and it is to be marked, that the Tumour of her 
Thigh began firft, and increafed to near the Magni- 
tude I firft faw it, before the Tumour of the Buttock 
and Hip began ^ after that, the Tumour of her Back 
began, which, as it increased, brought on great Diffi- 
culty in Breathing. She had been with feveral other 
Perfons, who advifed againft opening the Tumour of 
her Thigh, raoft of them being of the Opinion it 
was from Blood, and that her Cafe was incurable : I 
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confefs, I was of a contrary Opinion •, but being told 
what fo many others had faid, I declin'd meddling 
with it at that Time, though her Parents and herfelf 
were willing to it: At this Time I difmiffed her, faying, 
that, ifftieliv'd, a little Time wou'd difcover more of 
her Cafe. About two Months after I was defired to 
vifit her again, which I did, but the Tumours were 
fo monftroufly increafed, and her Body fo wafted, 
that I wonder'd fhe could live under fuch Circum- 
ftanees *, the Tumour of the Thigh was every Way 
yielding to the Preffure of the Finger, nor was there 
the leaft Hardnefs about the Extremities of it, fo that 
it might be eafily miftaken for an dneurifma, had it 
not wanted the grand Chara&eriftickjPuifationj which 
fome fay, is not to be felt when thofe are very large, 
the Middle of this then look'd a little red, and Aim- 
ing, and feem'd to point a little ^ I told them I be- 
lieved it would break with a fmall Orifice, and mew 
what was contain'd, willing them to notify it to me 
if fuch a Thing happen'd: Three Days after they call'd 
me in hafte to this Patient, faying, the Swelling of 
her Thigh was broke j when I came, I found there 
had been difcharg'd a fmall Quantity of matterifh 
Subftance, much like what is contain'd in a Meliceris, 
but the Opening was fo fmall or clofed, that I could 
not enter my Probe ; however, though ihe feem'd 
to me ( and to Mr. Wall, an Apothecary then, 
prefent) to be ready to expire, yet, at the De- 
fire of her Parents, I open'd this Tumour with my 
Launcet, making an Incifion about an Inch and 
an half long, through which poured three Pint 
Bafons full of Matter, befides feveral fmaller, which 
together contain'd about five Quarts, it was very fog- 
fid and bloody towards the latter End of this "Dis- 
charge ; upon this, the Tumour wholly fubfided, in- 

B b b 2 " femuch 



( 34i ) 

fomuch that the Thigh inflantly became a^ fmail as 
the other i I put my Finger into the Wound, and 
found the Fafcia lata quite confum'd, the Mufcles lay 
all loofe, fo that 1 fairly toueli'd. the Thigh-Bone be- 
tween them, as I would. 

But I mould acquaint you, that, immediately upon 
the Difcharge of this Humour, the Tumour on the 
Buttock was confiderably abated, but there followed 
about two or three Spoonfuls of florid Blood ; 1 drefs'd 
it up for this Time with a proper Digeflive, and a 
fuitable Bandage :, the Day following I vifited her 
again, and found fhe had llept pretty well, and was 
much refrefli'd, and not the leaft Faintnefs had at- 
tended her, during my Abfence, which {hews the ima- 
ginary Synocoye, that is feared to follow fuch, Evacu- 
ations, to be groundlefsj the Day following, tak- 
ing off my Dreflings, 1 found the Limb, in its Figure, 
bigger than the other \ at the third Dreffing there 
appear*d a fmall hard Swelling a little below the 
Orifice, which was made by fome grumous Blood 
that lay there, which 1 turn'd out with my Finger, 
in Quantity about four Ounces, this was follow'd 
by a florid Blood, which much furprifed me \ I then 
judg'd this proceeded from fome Hypogaftrick Veflel 
that fupplied this Tumour, and I defpair'd of Sue- 
cefs, unlefs I could meet with this Spring \ fo, in or- 
der to it, I laid open the Sinews to the Groin, and, 
though I could not difcover the VeffeL yet I fo fuc- 
cefsfully applied my Aftringent, that from that 
Time it bled no more j however, there was, for a 
Week, a great Flowing of a ferous Matter, which 
wholly funk the Tumour of the Buttock and Hip, 
and, by boul ftering and comprefling with fuitable Ban- 
dage, the fo long feparated Cutis clos'd with the 
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Mufcles, and all Things, in about a Fortnight feem'd 
to be in a fair Way of healing, yet, it was near three 
Months before this Cure was compleated. 

But ftill (that is, a Fortnight after the Opening of 
the Thigh) the Tumour on her Back continu'd, and 
ftie much ftraitened for Breath \ faying, if that was 
opened, Ihe mould be prefently reliev'd ^ this Tumour 
I then open'd (.which was, I laid, as big as a Penny- 
white Loaf, and there iffued out about two Quarts 
of Matter, or rather more: I was again greatly fur^ 
prifed that fuch a Quantity, fo much more than 
what poffibly this vifible Tumour could contain, 
mould run out of this Orifice - y I enter'd my Probe, 
and found it penetrate into the Cavity of the Thorax, 
between the (econd and third fpurious Rib, reckon-* 
ing from beneath, on which me refpired with all 
Freedom, but there was a Halitus at this Wound j I 
continu'd to drefs this and believe, before this tend- 
ed towards Healing, not lefs (at Times) than a Gal- 
lon, or rather five Quarts of Matter, was difcharg'd ; 
but, when I thought all was over, it filled again, the 
external Tumour became almoft as big as before, 
and her Breathing as difficult as ever, fo that I now 
thought all my Labour had been in vain; yet I open'd 
it again with a larger Orifice, and from that Time 
drefTed it fuccefsfully, to the perfect Healing \ the 
Menfes are return'd, the Patient continuing well to 
this Day, and in a good State of Health . This Patient 
has been viewed by Mr. John Dougla/s, and he has 
had an ample Account of this Affair. 
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